186           THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM

conception of the words father, son. The nomenclature
connoted for him a physical relationship, amounting to a
taint, which he could not disassociate from the Christian
doctrine. " How can he have a son when he has no female

Virgin Mary, who was sister of Aaron and the daughter of 'Imran.
[This Is one specimen of the extraordinary ignorance of chronology
shown by Mohammed.] That the Jews charged the Virgin with being
unchaste; but the Babe, speaking in his cradle, vindicated his mother's
honor. That Jesus performed miracles, giving life to a clay figure of a
bird, healing the blind, curing the leper, quickening the dead, and
bringing down a table from heaven "as a festival and a sign." [This
is possibly a reference to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper.] That
he [Jesus] was especially commissioned as the apostle or prophet of
God to confirm the law and to reveal the gospel That lie proclaimed
his mission with many manifest signs, being strengthened by the Holy
Spirit. [Moslem commentators interpret the Holy Spirit as a title of
the Angel Gabriel, through whom the Koran was revealed.] That ho
foretold the advent of another prophet, whose name should be Ahmed.
[Arab commentators see here a prophecy of the mission of Mohammed,
whose name is equivalent in meaning to Ahmed, and signifies "the
praised." The reference is to the promise of the paraclete in John
16 :7, where, so it is held, the word frapdK\^ros has been substituted
for irepiK\r}r6s,] That the Jews intended to crucify him, but God de-
ceived them, for they did not crucify Jesus, but only hLs likeness.
[See surah IV, 156. "God took him up into heaven." Commentators
differ as to who was crucified In his place, oven Judas being suggested;
others say it was a spy sent to entrap him, etc;.] That lie Is now in one
of the stages of celestial bliss. That after he left this earth his disciples
disputed among themselves, some calling him a God, and making him
one of a trinity of the "Father, the Mother, and the Bon." [See Htirah
V, 116: "And when God said, '() Jesus, Son of Mary, w It thou who
didst say to men, Take me and my mother for two Gods beside God'?"
This charge is vehemently denied in the reply of Jesus.] That he, will
come again at the last day, and will slay antichrist, kill all the swine,
" break the cross, remove the poll-tax from the infidels. That he will
reign as a just king for forty-five years, marry, and have? children, and
die and be buried near Mohammed at Al-Madinah, between the graves
of Abu-Bckr arid 'Urnar."

From this summary It will be seen that Jesus occupies an exalted
place in Moslem teaching. However, he Is of little or no practical ac-
count to the ordinary Moslem to-day. The Gospels are practically
Ignored. In Palestine even Abraham seems to occupy a more promi-
nent position in the peasant consciousness, while Mohammed, as the
seal of the prophets, usurps almost all of the honor and attention due
to his predecessors, The cult of local saints is very strong.